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the feel of the proper vocal action.   It is a slow tedious process that
requires endless patience.
To learn how to understand the speech of others, deaf children are
taught lip reading. This does not mean, however, that they observe
only the lips. The rest of the face and the hands indicate the emo-
tional content of speech. The articulating organs indicate only the
ideational content of speech. The greatest difficulty of lip reading is
to distinguish between those words that look alike, such as, nine and
dine, new and dew, labor and neighbor, etc. Another difficulty in lip
reading is the great differences between people in articulating speech.
Some speak with a masklike facial expression and a minimum of lip and
jaw movement. Even hearing people cannot understand them easily.
But with proper training, the deaf person can learn to understand
speech with amazing accuracy.
SUMMARY
One of the most neglected fields of human affliction is that of speech
disorders. Charlatans flourish as in no other field. Well-trained
speech correctionists are too few to take care of the needs of but a
small fraction of those who need help. Even the public schools all
but ignore this giajor human handicap.
Fortunately research is beginning to accumulate, and scientific
diagnosis and therapy are now possible, A sampling of such research
was reviewed in this chapter to indicate that many data already exist.
Except for the disorders of speech rhythm, almost every kind of speech
defect can now be properly diagnosed and improved by treatment.
Even stuttering is well enough understood to be diagnosed with a
degree of accuracy and treated with some success.
However, speech correction is a field where specialization and
scientific training are essential. Not only must the correctionist
understand speech but he must be a psychologist as well. Courses in
public speaking and voice improvement are of but little value in the
scientific treatment of speech disorders. Speech correction is a field of
applied psychology and has but little in common with the descendants
of elocution.
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